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profusely. Soon they needed more land. The road to the west was
blocked by powerful German tribes. Rome and Byzantium closed
the gateways that led to the flesh-
pots of the Mediterranean. There
only remained the east, and so east-
ward they flocked in search of
further territory. They crossed the
Dniester and the Dnieper and did
not stop until they reached the
Volga, the Big River, the mother
of all rivers, as the Russian peasant
calls it, because with its superabun-
dant fish-supply it was able to feed
hundreds of thousands of people.

This Volga, the longest of all
European rivers, takes its origin far
up in the north among the low hills
of the central Russian plateau, those
same hills which offered such splen-
did opportunities for the building
of fortresses that most of the early
Russian cities arc to be found there.
In order to reach the sea the Volga
is obliged to skirt these mountains
and to make a wide circle towards
the east. It follows the outline of
this ridge so carefully that the right
bank is high and steep while the
left bank is low and flat. The de-
tour caused by the hill$ is consider-
able. In a straight line the distance
from Tver, near where the Volga
begins, to the Caspian Sea is only
1000 miles. But the road the river
actually travels is 2300 miles long.
As for the drainage or basin area of
this biggest of all European rivers, THE OIJC> RUSSIAN TRADE-ROUTE

